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20,000 orphans need help

     Tens of thousands of
Iraqi children are becoming
orphans in 2018 and require
special aid as a result of the
ongoing Iraqi Civil War and
the insurgency of the
Islamic State after American
troops left the country in
2014, allowing civil conflict
to surge in the power
vacuum.
     “It’s our duty now to try
and turn some happiness
and comfort to them,” said
Amal Abdullah, deputy
director of the Mosul
orphanage in Mosul, Iraq in
an interview with the New
York Times UpFront scho-
lastic magazine in fall 2018.
     Ever since the Iraq War
began after the United
States invaded in 2003 to
oust dictator Saddam
Hussein, Iraq has been in a
perpetual state of violence
and civil conflict, with civil-
ian demographics being
one of the primary victims
of war.
     “These children, they
have suffered the most,”
said Abdullah.
     After nearly a decade of
fighting off militias and in-
surgents, the United States
pulled out of Iraq in 2011. A
power vacuum was left in
the fragile and chaotic U.S.-

Iraqi children suffer after years of civil warBy Hasim Veliju
Correspondent

backed Iraqi government,
and when terrorist organi-
zation The Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant took this
opportunity to grow, civil
infighting was renewed.
     Children have been
caught in the crossfires of
brutality and bloodshed in
Iraq since 2003, but they are
now being affected by the
sadistic extremism of the
Islamic State in the large
Iraqi city of Mosul.
     “Each of our children are
victims. Each needs our
love,” said Iman Salim, a
social worker at the Mosul
orphanage in an interview
with the New York Times
UpFront scholastic maga-
zine in fall 2018.
     ISIS took control of
Mosul in the summer of
2014, ruling the city with un-
rivaled cruelty and barbar-
ism, including harming par-

year old Muhammad, who
witnessed his father ab-
ducted from his home and
murdered by ISIS militants.
     Mosul was liberated by
the Iraqi government with
U.S. support in late 2017.
With its retaking however,
more than 20,000 orphans
were left without care or
families, including children
of Islamic State militants.
Officials estimate the num-
ber of orphans, including
children who only have one
parent who cannot support
them, is closer to a million.
     Hundreds of thousands
of children remain in poor
conditions in Iraq, but there
is hope that support from
the world community will
prevail through the devas-
tation of Iraq and provide
care and aid to the innocents
affected throughout the
country.

How to Help
ents right in
front of
their chil-
dren.
  “I was
screaming
and crying
to leave
him alone,
to leave my
h o u s e , ”
said 10-

Monetary donations will be
given to the Iraqi Children

Foundation, which provides
education, nutritious meals,

health care, and more.

New director returns to his roots
Photo compiled by I. Izquierdo/staff

WELCOME BACK Class of 2003 graduate Mr. Shelby Davis will direct the fall student theatre
production of Twelve Angry Jurors, running Nov. 16-18, 2019. Davis said he dedicates this
production to his former director, the late Mr. Kevin Collins.

     Mr. Shelby Davis graduated from Kennedy in 2003 and was an active member of the
theatre program, appearing in more than eight productions. Now he’s back to show what he
has to offer to the program by directing Twelve Angry Jurors, running Nov. 16-18, 2018.

Q. How were your past experiences in Kennedy theatre and theatre in general?
A. Loved it, I did every play: both the fall drama and the spring musical!
Working under former director Kevin Collins was a wonderful experience, and I dedicate this
production to him.

Q. How does it feel to return to Kennedy and direct the plays?
A. It’s completely unreal, to think not that many years ago, I was on that stage, is a wonder-
ful experience, and I’m grateful for this opportunity to come back and share my knowledge of
theatre.  I want the students to feel my passion for the stage.

Q. Do you have any plans or ideas for the future of the Kennedy Drama Department?
A. More shows I hope, with more resources! Let’s take it up a notch!

By Imael Izquierdo
Correspondent

Six new teachers join staff as eight faculty change schools or retire
By Madison Turner
Managing Editor

See NEW TEACHERS, page 3

     You can never have enough
teachers! This new school year has
brought in six new teachers as of
October 2018 to replace the eight
who moved schools or those who
retired as of June 2018.
     “My goal is to instill a passion
for writing and reading,” said Ms.
Lawson, a new reading specialist
in the English Department
     Lawson taught in elementary
since 2002: seven years at Bucks
Hill and seven years at Wilson. She

called it her “seven year itch” to
switch to high school.
     Although Lawson was origi-
nally at Wilby for a high school
position, she pleasantly took the
position here.
     “It seems more professional
(than other schools) and there is a
lot of school spirit,” said Lawson.
     She is not the only new English
teacher. Kennedy also welcomes
Miss Drewry, again.
     “I decided to come to Kennedy

because of the wonderful teaching
experience (with Dr. Cybart-
Persenaire) last year,” said Drewry.
     Drewry taught English and jour-
nalism from January through May
2018. Conveniently she “was on the
paper for three years during high
school and senior year I was liter-
ary editor,” she said, and is now
teaching all freshmen.
     “I want to help students suc-
cessfully transition from middle
school to high school and set the

stage,” said Drewry.
     Yet, Drewry is not the only one
who has a desire to help her stu-
dents this year.
     “I want them to learn how to
work safely together,” said Mr.
Buda, a new construction teacher.
     Buda has multiple degrees from
different colleges. He has also
worked in New Haven, Bridgeport
and another Waterbury public
school.
     Also coming from another

Waterbury school is Miss Muro,
the new sewing teacher who hails
from the Waterbury Arts Magnet
School (WAMS) and has “also
worked in the industry for many
years,” she said.
     Now her goal for this school
year is to give students a fair
chance.
     After sitting down with Muro
and learning how to sew, why not
take up a gym class with the new

Mr. Proto, Mrs. Gaydosh depart in October 2018 for positions in other local schools

Stop by room 105 for more
information and visit

www.iraqichildren.org or contact
cindy@iraqichildren.org

Why support
these children?
     Plenty of U.S. children, perhaps even in our

state or city need assistance, so why help Iraqi
orphans overseas? One reason is we have wonder-
ful local organizations like Carolyn’s Place which
helps the most vulnerable in society, such as home-
less mothers and infants, whereas areas like war-
torn Iraq lack such services. Another reason is the
face of the little boy on the left: these children
have truly no one, and seeing their faces--espe-
cially burned or bruised from brutal fighting--leaves
real images of the innocent victims. Perhaps the
best reason of all is that we as students were  truly
motivated to take action and we are in a position
through our writing to raise awareness and posi-
tively impact a young child’s life.
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Earn scholarship money,
get career opportunities,

improve your writing,
 be a published author,

gain community service,
and more:

what are you waiting for?

Sign up for Journalism or Public
Speaking courses, and join

The Eagle Flyer , Kennedy’s
award-winning  student  newspaper.

No experience necessary.
Stop by room 105 or ask your guidance

counselor to learn more.

Nonna Lucia’s RestaurantNonna Lucia’s RestaurantNonna Lucia’s RestaurantNonna Lucia’s RestaurantNonna Lucia’s Restaurant
1133 Main Street

Watertown , CT  06795
phone (860) 274-9019

fax (860) 274-9113
Restaurant/Bar/Pizza/Takeout/Catering
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EVANGELICAL
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1325 Watertown Ave.
Waterbury, CT  06708
info@christisalive.org
phone: 203-756-1293

Join Us
Service Times

Tuesday prayer  7:30 p.m.
Friday Night Bible Study

7:30 p.m.
Sunday School  9:15 a.m.

Sunday Service  10:30 a.m.

Seniors prepare for last SAT before college applications

By Marliana O’Neill
Staff Writer

     “I would not go back, my future and the
future of my family is in the United States,”
said Ariel Adames.
     Adames, a chef at Via al Paraiso Restau-
rant in Waterbury, Conn. is one of the 17
percent of Hispanics who live in the United
States for a better life, and along with
Antonio Perez and Rosa Santiago, he shared
how he feels about being an ‘American,’ as
of October 2018.
     “I think I’m about 60 percent American,
even though I was born in Puerto Rico and
have citizenship, I have learned a lot about
American culture and I feel protective of
my country. I would defend it to the very
end,” Adames said.
     Adames, like many Hispanics, came over
believing in the ‘American Dream’ 15 years
ago. His children were born on American
soil and their dream is to continue living in
the United States.
     “They are full Americans,” Adames said
     Living as a Hispanic in the States is diffi-
cult; knowing that you work twice as hard

for your living wage, as many do not have
the proper English skills to function, some-
thing that Antonio Perez knows first hand
     “I was born in Santo Domingo and my
way of life was pretty laid back, over here
you really have to work for your basic life
necessities,”  Perez said
     Perez is a chef who arrived in the United
States Oct. 21, 2006. He is currently in the
process of becoming a U.S. citizen and is a
proud father of two, as well as a grand-
father.
     “I would consider myself 50 percent
American, but my home country will always
be my home country. And my beautiful
Santo Domingo… I would not trade it for
the world,” Perez said
     Perez, like many other Hispanic children,
grew up with the ‘American Dream’ so he
wanted to live in the United States since he
was a child.
     “I plan to go back in my golden years,
but I also plan my retirement around the
‘American Dream,’ establish a business and

live my life just as any other Hispanic that
comes to the U.S.,” Perez said
     His children were born in the Dominican
Republic, but have lived in the United States
for more than 10 years. Even though they
have lived here that long, Perez assures they
are Dominican as they were raised in that
culture.
     “When they are older, they will decide if
they are Americans,” Perez said. “I will never
lose my culture. That is what I inherited from
my parents and grandparents. It is...me.”
     But how does one deal with such a
change? Rosa Santiago is a young woman
who works hard for her paycheck and is also
a student. Arriving in the United States Jan.
21, 2016, her life changed dramatically as
she now has the tools to advance in her
studies and career, she said.
     “My life has changed satisfactorily as
this country has given me great opportuni-
ties and the tools to advance in my field,”
Santiago said
     Santiago said she believes in the ‘Ameri-

can Dream’and although she does not
believe she is American, she still aspires to
become a citizen.
     “I think I’m about 20 percent American,
but with all this Dominican-ness? I don’t
think so,” Santiago said. “I believe becom-
ing a citizen would only mean I would
defend the great flag that brings opportu-
nity, but my roots are Dominican.”
     Adames, Perez, and Santiago all have
different views on what it means to be an
‘American,’ but it does not mean they are
any less American than you and I. Not only
do they live in and love this country,
they do it in the face of racism and discrimi-
nation.
     Adames, Perez and Santiago are not only
“immigrants,” they are some of the great
people who come to this country to not only
live, but to make it greater; even if it’s one
grain of sand at a time.
     “The ‘American Dream’ will never die. It
is forever, but I will never forget my culture,”
Adames said.

     The exam that caused the seniors to actually think!
     Seniors took the Scholastic Assessment Test, formerly known as
the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) with the optional essay Wednes-
day, Oct. 10 in school for free since many colleges require the scores
from this exam as part of the application process.
     “I was extremely nervous, and worried because I knew that I was
attempting to raise my score by 200 points,” said Risper Githinji, a
senior.
     Although Githinji prepared by using an SAT prep books and
using Khan Academy, she still was not as confident in taking the
exam as she would have liked. It was a stressful time for many
seniors, especially if they are applying early action/early decision
because this was the last chance they would have to take the exam
before having to submit their college application.
     “It was stressful knowing that even though I prepared for months,
I could easily forget something simple,” said senior Serenity Grant.

By Elena Acevedo
News Editor

By Elizabeth Dolloff
Staff Writer

Defining what it means to live ‘American Dream:’ three stories

     Preparing yourself for a four-hour exam, based on different math
topics, English grammar and reading passages is stressful, espe-
cially when the exam is at 8 a.m., some seniors said.
     “Waking up early and having to sit in a classroom for four hours
was not effective. I felt tired and couldn’t concentrate,” said Brittney
Blair, a senior.
     Since some students said it was difficult trying to concentrate
and focus on answering 154 questions plus an essay, Blair said she
feels as if she would have done better if the exam started at 9 a.m.
rather then 8 a.m.: although it’s only a hour, she could’ve had more
time to prepare and rest.
     Others spent many days and weeks practicing for the test.
     “I spent months taking practice exams, and preparing myself to
take the SAT, I feel confident that my score was raised and glad that
I took AP English last year because it definitely helped with the
essay portion,” said Jydia Davis, a senior.

Juniors question relevance of taking PSATs, feel stress

     Overwhelmingly, juniors admitted they
felt stressed and were not thrilled about
taking the free PSAT in school Wednes-
day, Oct. 10, 2018, despite the fact they
might be eligible for scholarships and it
helps them plan for college.
     “I hate it, if I’m not going to college, why
do I even have to take it,” said junior Bryce
Galek.
     Some faculty, including math and science
teachers, do see some value.
      “I haven’t seen the tests in a long time,
but they’re relevant. You have to have some
means to place students,” said science
teacher Mrs. Gaydosh.

      “I think it does give colleges an idea on
your skill level,” said Mrs. Rothen, a math
teacher, who also doesn’t believe students
should weigh themselves down or stress
about it as there’s still one more year for
juniors to make it count.
     Although the questioned staff have ex-
pressed their opinions on how helpful the
PSATs are for getting into college, some
juniors seem to disagree.
     “(The PSATs are) stressful because it
makes you feel like if you fail it, then you
won’t get into a good college,” said junior
Liset Tepi.
     Similarly, junior Brianna Gasior said she

gets “white hairs by stressing a lot about
the PSATs.”
     The honest disapproval from the stu-
dents is apparently inevitable: a vast amount
of students at Kennedy even questioned
why they have to take it at all, along with
admitting some students probably just learn
in different ways.
     “I wouldn’t say (the PSATs) are manda-
tory or relevant, because if you would test
1,000 kids and only about 300 pass, it’s prob-
ably because those students learn by doing
it (a task) themselves or watching someone
else do it, not necessarily reading or writ-
ing,” said junior Veli Strikcani.

     Has anyone ever wondered about the dangers of Halloween?
Maybe you should....
     Students should be sure they are being safe by knowing facts
and practicing safety, such as not going out alone.
     “I go trick-or-treating with my family, I prefer it that way,” Aimee
Reinozo, a sophomore, said.
     Unlike Reinozo, freshman William Misset said he goes with his
friends. None of the three students interviewed go by themselves.
Could it be because they heard the saying ‘safety in numbers?’
     “The warnings I have gotten are to not go to shady houses or to
weird people,”  Enoma Omwanor, a freshman, said.
     Some common warnings children (and teens) receive are not to
go up to strange people, but some forget the basics like looking
both ways before crossing a street, or carefully checking any food
you receive.

Be safe Oct. 31: never go trick or treating alone, walk carefully
By Joleen Once
Staff Writer

     “I always check my candy and I have since I was little,” Reinozo
said.
     While Reinozo and Omwanor said they always check their candy,
Misset admitted he doesn’t look twice before eating his.
     Many trick or treaters have been advised to inspect their tasty
treats before consumption, since drugs have been disguised as
perfectly edible candy, according to a CBS News report Sept. 24,
2018.
     In addition, walking safely is very important on a night where
there are children running from street corners and sidewalks. You
should look left, then right, then left again according to Safety Kids
Worldwide. Another tip is to trick or treat with an adult or at least
with some type of supervision.
     “I always check my candy and will never go trick-or-treating by
myself and I never will,” Reinozo said.

NEWS COMMENTARY
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What is your favorite Halloween trick or treat candy?

“Reese’s.”
Aaron Lamar, senior

“Skittles.”
Liliana Kollar, freshman

“Twizzlers.”
Arianna Cruz, senior

“Twix.”
Brianna Bryant, sophomore

“Kit Kats.”
Brenden Makubika, sophomore

“Kit Kats.”
Heidi Atuaful, junior

By Allison Rivera
Features Editor

Candy craze puts Kit Kats, Snickers first
U.S. spends billions on Halloween candyBy Hasim Veliju and Jazmin Urgiles

Correspondent and Staff Writer

physical education teacher, Ms Burke?
     “(I’m looking to) get students active and explore a variety of different activities,” said Burke.
     Even though the gym can become a little crowded, Burke said she enjoys sharing the gym with the other
classes. She believes it’s an easy way to “get to know all the students.”
     As revealed during her interview, if there was one thing she could teach here, it would be yoga.
     Last but not least the new Allied Health teacher, Miss Costa, is a registered nurse with a master’s degree
in health education. Before coming to work at Kennedy, Costa worked at a technical school.
     Once she saw the position posted and learned students get to go to the hospital itself, it caught her eye.
     “(I want) to be a positive role model in a hospital setting providing the best patient care,” said Costa.
     As Kennedy welcomes these six new faculty members, the school misses life management teacher Ms.
Balnis, technology education department chair Mr. Mancuso, English teacher Mr. Maley, Allied Heatlth
teacher Mrs. O’Connor, and teachers who have changed schools, including reading specialist Mrs. Coelho,
physical education teacher Mrs. G., art teacher Mr. Proto, and science teacher Mrs. Gaydosh.

 Six new teachers replace eight who left in 2018

      Got a sweet tooth?
     Kennedy students and Water-
bury residents are gearing up for
Halloween 2018 by revealing their
favorite candies including Snick-
ers, M&M’s and Kit-Kats which
they’re anticipating to get this
Wednesday, Oct 31.
     “I eat candy all around the year,
but I usually eat the most around
Halloween,” said junior Justyn
Verdejo. “It’s the best time for
candy.”
     Halloween is just around the
corner, and that means another
year for mass candy consumption
to keep in line with American Hal-
loween traditions.
     “My favorite candies are Snick-
ers, M&M’s, or Kit-Kats,” said
freshman Thalia Banilla. “I have a
serious sweet tooth for chocolate.”
     The custom of trick-or-treating
-- dressing as characters on
Halloween and asking neighbors
for candy on their doorsteps -- has
cemented Halloween as not only a
celebration of horror and fear, but
of candy as well.
     “I like Snickers and Starbursts,
Kit-Kats too,” said freshman
Edgardo Verdejo. “They have a lot
of different flavors, they got stuff
inside.”

NEW TEACHERS, from front page (Managing Editor Herta Sufka also contributed to this article)

     Even if trick-or-treating isn’t an
option, candy is still commonly
consumed during the Halloween
season and the sweet (albeit un-
healthy) treats endure in worldwide
popularity.
     The United States spent $9.1
billion on candy just for Hallow-
een in 2017, according to
www.forbes.com, a news outlet
that covers economics.
     The amount of candy consumed
or collected varies from person to
person. Some even save their
candy for extended periods of time,
while others devour it in short time.
     “I save my candy,” said Verdejo.
“I usually take like two or three
weeks to finish it all.”
     “I wait until the next day to eat
all my candy,” said Banilla.
     America’s favorite candies
differ from all areas, but regional
and bordering states have well-
documented preferences.
     The most popular candy in
Connecticut are Almond Joy
chocolate bars, according to
www.candy store.com, a site that
tracks information and national
trends on candy. New York favors
Sour Patch Kids, as does the state
of Massachusetts. So is hoarding
or sharing candy more popular?

     “We go to our aunt’s house for
trick or treating,” said freshman
Haniyah Rice. “We usually get a
lot of candy, but I share.”
     Though an abundance of
candy may be poor for the body,
candy remains a staple aspect of
Halloween and one that students
will be sure to keep an eye on year
after year.

Enjoying Halloween abroad

 I have a serious
sweet tooth for
chocolate.

“
”Thalia Banilla, freshman

     How do other cultures and coun-
tries celebrate Halloween? There
are many ways one could have fun
Oct. 31, 2018 such as go out trick
or treating, watch horror movies,
or go to a costume party in America
but what about overseas?
     “In Ireland, which is considered
to be where Halloween (originated),
the day is still celebrated much like
in the United States,” according to
pumpkinpatchesandmore.org.
     Just as it is done here in
America, Ireland’s festivities in-
clude children trick or treating in
costumes and adults attending par-
ties with friends. A food eaten on

By Benadotte Sufka
Staff Writer

this day in Ireland is barnbrack,
which is a type of fruitcake. It is a
fun event for all and has spread
overseas but not everywhere.
     “Unlike most nations of the
world, Halloween is not celebrated
by the French in order to honor
the dead and departed ancestors,”
according to pumpkinpatches
andmore.org.
     In France, the day is known as
“la fête d’Halloween.” The holi-
day had not been known until
1996. It is celebrated with some
similar aspects from the United
States such as costume dress ups
and decorations. Trick or treating
is not much of a custom in France
but candy is eaten and it is some-
thing lightly celebrated.
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Practice these simple
yet sweet tips to make
your Halloween safer

Time flies:
‘Great Clown Scare of 2016’
distant memory or threat?

Kavanaugh debacle: get caught up on current events

Make college campuses safe for all studentsBy Amelis Evangelista
Staff Writer

     With the sweet scents, tasty treats and family
fun of the fall season, people can stray from prepar-
ing correctly for some spooky situations. Nothing is
worse than having a fun night interrupted by an
injury. To prevent mangy mishaps, here are some
important safety precautions for you and any
children or parents involved with Halloween night
celebrations:
     Specifically for trick or treating on Halloween,
make sure to “purchase or make costumes that are
light colored, bright and clearly visible to motorists,”
according to www.cbsnews.com, a news network
site focused on reporting on important and recent
events. Along with creating a bright costume or add-
ing ‘light up’ accessories, make sure your costume
fits correctly to prevent tripping and falling; make
sure masks are well fitted to allow clear vision, too.
     Specifically for those staying home, and giving
out candy, be sure there is a clear walkway for trick
or treaters and guests to prevent incidents with any
lawn or sidewalk obstacles.
     Quick tips for drivers on Halloween are to “drive
slowly, anticipate heavy pedestrian traffic and turn
your headlights on earlier in the day to spot children
from greater distances,” according to safekids.org,
a nonprofit organization helping adults and people
everywhere create safer environments for kids.
     Sometimes taking the smaller precautions makes
the biggest difference. When carving pumpkins, be
aware that “a sharper knife is not necessarily better,
because it often becomes wedged in the thicker part
of the pumpkin, requiring force to remove it,”
according to assh.org, the website for the American
Society for Surgery of the Hand.
     Some final safety tips are to inspect candy be-
fore eating it to ensure there wasn’t any tampering,
look both ways before crossing the street, and trick
or treat in an area you are familiar with so you’ll
know where to go in case of an emergency.
     Once again, taking some time to acknowledge
safety on a potentially long, fun-filled night like
Halloween is a great way to maintain the fun and
make memories you’ll never forget, without getting
a scar that will never go away. So stay safe and
enjoy the fall season! Happy Halloween!

Prevent harrassment in college by raising awareness

     People say everything happens for a reason but

females in this situation can’t begin to understand why.
     Women in college experience some form of sexual
harassment. This will most likely take place on campus.
Every year there are multiple cases of women claiming to
have been sexually assaulted, yet “more than 90 percent
of sexual harassment victims on college campus don’t
report the assault,” according to the National Sexual
Violence Resource Center (NSVRC) on their website.
     “A 2014 study of students found that 25 percent of
women experienced sexual assault and 7 percent have
experienced rape or attempted rape as a college student,”
according to the NSVRC’s website. This website is for
sexual assault victims to share their stories and try to put
an end to sexual assault.
     There are many recorded sexual assault cases of
college students. Imagine how many students aren’t
coming forward and telling their stories out of fear or for
other reasons.
     “It is a shame females have to constantly be aware of
everything around them at all times,” said English teacher

Ms. Hicock, who goes by Miss H.
     Females have, and have always had, to live more cau-
tiously. Females will always be targeted, unfortunately, and
some who experience assault become so traumatized that
daily life is difficult, as with one woman who tried to join the
miliary more than once.
     “I did try to join again in March 2014 but when I went to
boot camp they discharged and diagnosed me with post
traumatic stress disorder,” according to huffingtonpost, a
website. This website informs about topics in the news.
     Sexual assault is very traumatizing; most males and
females who go through it have a very hard time going back
to their lives, if they even reported the assault.
     “Nearly two thirds of college students experience sexual
harassment,” according to the National Sexual Violence Re-
source Center in its campus sexual assault statistics.
     It’s so sad that females who go through these traumatic
events don’t try to get justice for themselves for their own
personal reasons. Campuses should be made safer for ev-
eryone by spreading awareness of, and trying to prevent,

sexual assaults. Visit www.nsvrc.org for more resources.
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BRING IN HAPPY CLOWNS  The New York Times claims August
2016 is when the ‘Great Clown Score of 2016’ began with a scary
sighting in Green Bay, Wisconsin--later discovered to be a young
man with make up doing marketing for a horror movie--followed
by a clown sighting in Greenville, South Carolina that frightened
children. Interestingly, “no American children have been physi-
cally harmed,” according to the Times. So where do we stand two
years later: Dr. Robert Bartholomew in Psychology Today claims
this is another example of a typical historical social panic, so his
advice? Stay calm since “this too, shall pass” ... if it hasn’t already.

By Danny Ruiz
Correspondent

     After a tense series of con-
troversial days, sparked by
Christine Blasey Ford’s
sexual assault allegations
against the then-Supreme
Court Justice nominee Brett
Kavanaugh (originally nomi-
nated July 9, 2018), an emo-
tional hearing and a long-
awaited and drawn out con-
firmation vote, Kavanaugh
was confirmed as the
Supreme Court’s 114th Jus-
tice Oct. 6, 2018.
     “The central charge against
Kavanaugh (is) that he sexu-
ally assaulted Christine
Blasey Ford while intoxicated
during a party,” according to
www.chicagotribune.com.
     Not only was Ford’s alle-
gation the first to come out
against Kavanaugh but it dates
back 35 years and it was evi-
dently a serious allegation.
     “In the early 1980s, when
she was 15 and Kavanaugh
was 17, she said that
Kavanaugh” assaulted her,
according to www.chicago
tribune.com
     As soon as the allegations
surfaced, Kavanaugh not
only denied them but pro-
vided evidence in support of
his denial.
     “Kavanaugh ‘categori-
cally and unequivocally’ de-
nied he ever was involved in

such an assault. He released his
calendar for the summer of 1982
to indicate he had attended no
such small gathering. Other
people that Ford named as
being present at the party,
including Judge, said they had
no recollection of any such
party or such an attack,” accord-
ing to the washingtonpost.com
     Following Ford’s allegations,
Deborah Ramirez released sexual
assault allegations Oct. 1, 2018,
in which she accused Kavanaugh
of exposing himself to her at a
college party.
     “Kavanaugh allegedly ex-
posed himself to her and forced
her to touch him without her
consent. Kavanaugh denies the
allegations in a statement
released by the White House,”
according to the website
www.newsweek.com.
     Kavanaugh once more imme-
diately defended himself by
denying the allegations.
     “This is a smear, plain and
simple. I look forward to testi-
fying on Thursday about the
truth, and defending my good
name--and the reputation for
character and integrity I have
spent a lifetime building--
against these last-minute allega-
tions,” Kavanaugh said, accord-
ing to www.dailywire.com.
     Of course, both Ford’s and
Ramirez’s allegations came un-

der harsh scrutiny.
     “(Christine Ford) alleges
that when she was 15 and
Kavanaugh was 17, she at-
tended a party: date unknown,
location unknown, how she got
there unknown...The first time
she told anyone is when she
told her husband that she was
abused in high school--in 2002.
The first time she mentioned
Kavanaugh’s name was 2012,
to her psychiatrist. There is no
corroborative evidence of any
sort to back her allegation,” ac-
cording to www.dailywire.com.
     Ramirez’s allegation was
also subject to staunch criticism
after a detailed evaluation.
     “Only after ‘six days of
carefully assessing her memo-
ries and consulting with her at-
torneys’ did she decide to come
forward. No corroborating wit-
nesses have come forward. The
New Yorker has not confirmed
with other eyewitnesses that
Kavanaugh was present at the
party,” according to
www.dailywire.com
     In response to these allega-
tions, the Senate Judiciary
Committee scheduled a hearing
in which Ford, the accuser,
would testify, followed by
Kavanaugh, the accused.
     “Dr. Blasey maintained her
composure throughout the hear-
ing, though her voice often

broke or shook as she detailed
in raw testimony how ‘Brett’s
assault on me drastically altered
my life,’ ” according to
www.nytimes.com.
     Ford also addressed her over-
all motives for coming forward.
     “I struggled with a terrible
choice: do I share the facts with
the Senate and put myself and
my family in the public spot-
light?” she said during her open-
ing statement. “Or do I preserve
our privacy and allow the
Senate to make its decision with-
out knowing the full truth of his
past behaviors?” according to
www.nytimes.com.
     Afterward Kavanaugh
approached the stage and testi-
fied before the committee with
an emotional defense.
     “My family and my name
have been totally and perma-
nently destroyed by vicious and
false additional allegations,” he
said, according to the website
www.nytimes.com.
     Kavanaugh also directly
addressed the Democratic sena-
tors on the committee.
     “Early in his prepared re-
marks, he went directly at the
Democrats, accusing them of
inciting a ‘frenzy’ to ‘come up
with something, anything, to
block my nomination’ ”accord-
ing to www.nytimes.com.

See Kavanaugh hearings, page 5

COMMENTARY
Prior to Oct. 6 confirmation, emotions flare
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     Kavanaugh also addressed the six-week period in which Demo-
cratic Senator Dianne Feinstein withheld the accusations pre-
sented to her by Ford through email.
     “Some of you were lying in wait and had it ready,” he said,
according to www.nytimes.com.
     Not only did Ford and Kavanaugh testify but one Republican
senator on the committee, Lindsey Graham of South Carolina,
targeted his Democratic colleagues directly and defended
Kavanaugh.
     “Boy, you all want power,” he said. “God, I hope you never
get it. I hope the American people can see through this sham that
you knew about it and you held it. You had no intention of
protecting Dr. Ford. None. She’s as much of a victim as you,” he
said, according to www.nytimes.com

     After a controversial confirmation process and a one-week
F.B.I investigation that proved to be inconclusive, Kavanaugh
was confirmed by a vote of 50-48 and the overall confirmation
closed with comments from President Trump himself.
     “I want to apologize to Brett and the entire Kavanaugh fam-
ily for the terrible pain and suffering you have been forced to
endure. Those who step forward to serve our country deserve a
fair and dignified evaluation, not a campaign of political and
personal destruction based on lies and deception.  What hap-
pened to the Kavanaugh family violates every notion of fairness,
decency and due process. (In) our country, a man or woman
must always be presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty.
And with that, I must state that you, sir, under historic scrutiny,
were proven innocent.  Thank you. You were.  Thank you very

much,” Trump said, according to www.whitehouse.gov.

Kavanaugh hearings create huge U.S. spectacle

I wake up in the mornings and you’re staring back at me.
Every step I take I’m getting closer to you;

as I walk down the street your face meets mine as the wind
blows you to me, slicing through my brows.

You won’t leave me alone; constantly reminding me of my goals
and how to reach them.

When I stop and start wasting away you’re staring me down.

Doing nothing is the equivalent of being nothing in this world--
and you keep that thought ringing in my ear,
giving me headaches that get the work done:

Rising before the sun does.
Staying up to greet the moon.

Next day, the sun can’t believe my improvement.
The sun feels threatened--you keep me too close to being a star.

My own laziness is what keeps me from actually being one.
What if I never become one?

What if I’m forever one who did the average job and so
got the average result?

BAM *slams desk with fist*

That won’t happen.
You won’t let me

slack,
crack, or

impact my life in a negative way.
There isn’t--and never will be--any time for lacking desire and

ambition.

And you.
You’re the one that slaps me across the face,

waking me up to what should be obvious:
do not stop fighting.

Not one second that I sit, that you aren’t there spitting in my
face, pushing me to the ground repeatedly screaming

“the time is now!”
You push me down so I can stand up taller.

I grow another inch every time--even the smallest success--
smears a grin on my face.
You kill me, so I don’t die.

But you reincarnate me and give me another chance.
You give the new and improved me a chance.

You push me to be the best me.
And as soon as you’ve pushed me a tad too far.

Everything halts and you allow me to regain my mentality.

Then reality resumes and
everyone presumes my next move.

And in a 360 world, my life flips all around.
And as I’ve succeeded and leaked my dreams to the present

through a crack in my skull.
I’m staring back at you--because, now, you are visible.

Poetry Corner
   Leaky  Dreams

By Vivian Bunker

Continued from page 4

Art of self expression: learn from Jai’s story
By Izzy Pagan
Staff Writer

      Life’s a drag.
     A Kennedy senior who goes by
the name of Jai explained how she
has expressed herself through the
art of drag since the beginning of
high school, which also shows the
importance of students expressing
themselves as they mature.
     “I don’t define drag, drag defines
me,” said Jai with a wink.
     Drag is a form of art that lets
people express themselves through
exotic makeup and costumes, and
performing. It is an effective way to
let people showcase their creativity and artistic side. It is
especially popular with the Lesbian Gay Bisexual
Transgender (LGBT+) community in popular cities such as
New York City, Chicago and San Francisco, according to
popsugar.com, a lifestyle media website.
     “Drag is something that I live for, it makes me happier
and more comfortable with myself,” said Jai.
     Jai said she discovered drag through a friend from New
York City who goes by the name Aquaria, and who was just
crowned with the title ‘America’s Next Drag Superstar’ in
June 2018 by winning the hit reality TV show ‘Rupaul’s
Drag Race.’
     “I saw her do looks that I thought were so cool, so it
inspired me to do them too,” said Jai.
     Since then, Jai does artistic makeup looks that some call
‘iconic.” These looks include glamorous, bold makeup and
costumes. Many people admire her for her creativity.
     “I admire her creativity, ability to see good in everything,
and she is just so courageous,” said math teacher Mrs.
Ferrazzi, who has a close bond with Jai.
     Ferrazzi explained what else she enjoys about her former

By Candaira Fewell
Correspondent

student:
     “Her uniqueness and ability to bring
her art to life is what I live for,” said
Ferazzi.
     Many people do not truly under-
stand the art of drag and have little
knowledge about it, leading to snide
comments and jokes.
     “In school it has been negative be-
cause of some people making comments
’cause they don’t get it,” said Jai.
     Although there are negative com-
ments about Jai’s expression, others are

supportive, including school social worker, Mrs. Guglielmo.
     “I enjoy the ‘no limits’ in a good way, the creativity, the
talent, the passion. She is just so wonderful,” said Guglielmo
of Jai.
     Gugliamo also explained the importance of students ex-
pressing themselves freely but appropriately.
     “I know that students express themselves in many ways.
They’re identifying their thoughts and feelings, while reach-
ing for self advocacy at a young age. Expression is so
important for young people,” she said.
     Jai loves expressing her drag through glamour; it makes
her feel more like herself, she said.
     “I’m putting myself in the world the way I want to be
seen. It makes me happier, it’s freeing,” Jai said.
     Jai loves inspiring others with her drag, and she hopes
to help inspire more people in the school to express them-
selves despite what others think. She also gave advice for
young people aspiring to do drag.
     “Just go for it. If you’re someone that can do something,
do it. You can’t be scared to do what you wanna do,” she
said.

     “I feel trapped in a dark
hole searching for light and
hope in my city,” said Ashley
Monozo, a resident of

Waterbury shootings must end so all feel safe

Waterbury, Conn.
     If something horribly bad
happened to a family
member of yours that in-

cluded death, would you
fight for justice?
     In this case, the city of
Waterbury needs justice for
itself since death rates have
been rising as of October
2018 and the worst part of
the situation is that young
adults are dying due to all
the shootings; Waterbury
hasn’t been the same.
     We should all be focused
on our city and making a
change.
     “As a grown woman I feel
for the mothers who have
lost a child and I pray that
my children are safe when
they aren’t in my sight. Any
day can be your last; par-
ents should pay close atten-

tion to their kids,” said
Candice Binns, a resident of
Waterbury.
     After interviewing the
two women, it seemed both
were concerned about other
kids’ and families’ safety.
     The laws have to be en-
forced because people don’t
always follow the rules.
During September 2018
local news reports listed
multiple shootings in
Waterbury. People feel that
it’s okay to not follow the
laws that keep us safe.
     We are in a hole: we
should respect each other
and look after each other
instead of hurting each
other.

COMMENTARY

Senior creates artistic makeup looks that inspire others

Two city residents worry about children, families’ safety

SELF ADVOCACY Jai, a senior, explains that performing and
expressing herself through drag is what makes her happiest.

COMMENTARY

Photo compiled by I. Pagan/staff
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Gaydosh heads nearby to Watertown High School

Breast cancer survivor shares his story
By Elena Acevedo
News Editor

     Lucky us, is what most audience members were thinking.
     Kennedy’s Helping Out People Everywhere (H.O.P.E) club
was able to get breast cancer survivor, Mr. Bob DeVito, as a
guest speaker to talk about his experience as a male breast
cancer survivor, and spread awareness about breast can-
cer. Select classes were offered the opportunity to come
down to the auditorium, listen to him speak and ask ques-
tions Wednesday, Oct. 24, 2018.
     “Men can and do get breast cancer, it’s very rare,” said

DeVito.
     Men tend to
ignore the begin-
ning symptoms,
such as lumps on
their chest. Men
often don’t think
anything is
wrong, since they
might not know
they can get
breast cancer.

     “About 2,550 new cases of invasive breast cancer are
expected to be diagnosed in 2018,” according to
breastcancer.org.
     For about 4,080 men, breast cancer wasn’t caught early
enough, or it was caught during stage four. DeVito said he
is unsure of when his cancer started due to telling his doc-
tor in prior years about his concerns about the lump, and
the doctor brushing it off, telling him he had nothing to
worry about. This resulted in him not seeing another doctor
nor questioning his doctor’s opinion, and his cancer was
caught in later years, not to mention his belief that this
disease only impacted females.
     “Coming out with a female disease” in males was new to
him, said DeVito.
     This belief may cause other men to overlook their symp-
toms but everyone should have regular check ups.
     “Breast cancer affects everyone differently but whether
you’re female or male, it does not matter, you are still at risk
at getting breast cancer, especially if someone in your fam-
ily has or had breast cancer,” said senior Jenilyn Djan, H.O.P.E
club president.

Everyone, male or female, should schedule check ups

     “Teachers have three
loves: love of learning, love
of learners, and the love of
bringing the first two loves
together,” according to
writer Scott Hayden.
     Physical science, chemis-
try and forensics teacher
Mrs. Kathy Gaydosh spoke
Oct. 23, 2018 about leaving
Kennedy--a place she loves
--to go teach at Watertown
High School.
     “Last week I got the news
and all I can think about is
terribly missing the stu-
dents,” Gaydosh said. “It’s
hard to be awarded different
opportunities and change.”
     Even though she will be
terribly missed in the school
students said they love her
in every way. The thoughts
of her students were sad-

By Toni Lopez
Sports Editor

ness and shock at the same
time.
     “I felt abandoned and it
was a shocker, too. Her
teaching skills are as
modern as possible so the
students can understand
it,” junior Chevelle Shepherd
said.
     Speaking to Gaydosh
made her miss her senior
class of 2019 even more
since she worked with those
students as juniors. She  ex-
plained that she is definitely
going to come to the June
2019 graduation because
she wouldn’t miss it plus
she grew a connection with
those seniors, too.
     “I love it here,” she said.
     She is still teaching the
same classes (chemistry,
forensics, and physical sci-

ence) over in Watertown
High and she hopes every-
thing works out well.
     “It’s going to be different,
weird but good,” said
Gaydosh. “At the end of the
day, I’m a chemistry teacher
and nobody can stand in
front of me.”

Preschool offers opportunities for teens, children

MEMORIES

Science teacher
Mrs. Gaydosh
(above) works
with junior
Chevelle Shepherd
(left) in Gaydosh’s
classroom in the
new wing
Monday, Oct. 29,
2018. Gaydosh
will leave Kennedy
to teach science
at Watertown High
School.

Mr. Bob Devito. Photo compiled by E. Acevedo/staff

Both photos by
T. Lopez/staff

     Preschool is in session… during high
school!
     Mrs. DeSantis, an early childhood educa-
tion (ECE) teacher, runs the Eagles Nest
Preschool in room 122 for children from the
Greater Waterbury area, which allows high
school students to learn how to interact with
and teach preschoolers ages 2-4.
     “For me, it was an opportunity to combine
the two things I love the most,” said DeSantis.
     By taking this early childhood education
course, high school students help serve as a team of teach-
ers who work together creating ‘circle time,’ math, science,
art, and a snack around a chosen theme.
     “When I plan to teach I plan lightly and expect there to
be things that don’t particularly go according to plan, but I
always try and find things that will keep the kids inter-
ested,” said senior Victor Morales regarding his experience
in the class junior year.
     Families who apply to send a child to the preschool--
which runs three days a week typically in the spring--are
also given the opportunity to interact with new friends their
own age as well as learn to make their own choices.
     “It’s (Logan’s) second year and he still really enjoys it,”
said Grace Sciortino, grandmother of Eagles Nest
preschooler, Logan, who attended in spring 2018.
     Preschool is not only educational in the matter of ABCs
and 123s, it is also a chance for children to grow and learn
how to take care of themselves, according to
www.greatsources.com, a site that has informational facts
on various topics.

By Madison Turner
Managing Editor

     It has also been known that the “emotional,
social and physical development” of a child
depends on how much life experience they
discover when young, according to www.child-
encyclopedia.com.
     Even generations of siblings have been
coming to learn with Kennedy students.
     “All my kids have came here, it is a great
experience,” said Crystal Machil, mother of
Dylan who attended in spring 2018.
     Preschool also gives all children a reason

to ask more questions, look for answers, and experiment
according to www.novak djokovicfoundation.org, and the
interaction of engaging with high school students ben-

efits both young and old.
     “I took the class be-
cause I wanted to play
with the kids,” said
Amanda Dahdah, a
senior, regarding her
junior year in the class.
     “Not only do you make
a new little friend but you
grow a strong connection
with each toddler and see
their skills develop,” said
Irienis Perez, a senior,
about her experience
junior year in the class.
Both photos by  M. Turner/staff

OPPORTUNITIES Eagles Nest preschoolers includ-
ing a little boy (left) with his grandfather and a little
girl (below) with her father enjoy the program in
spring 2018; someone seems especially tired!
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Trick or treaters, where are you?
By Jessinya Severino, Elizabeth Dolloff
Staff Writers

Fewer houses give Halloween candy

     Have you realized how
each year there aren’t as many
kids going out for Halloween?
Do you remember going trick-
or-treating as a kid and see-
ing so many kids dressed up
and so many porch lights on?
Nowadays in 2018, others
don’t see as many kids going
from house to house asking
for candy or porch lights on
with people giving candy out.
     “My wife and I used to buy
at least two bags of candy and
sometimes we’d feel bad
when we ran out of stuff to
give. But starting about 10
years ago we noticed not as
many kids around on Hallow-
een anymore. We even left
the candy out on the porch
one year and no one picked it
up!” according to Guillermo
Arzate, a patch.com writer.
     As a kid, dressing up to go
trick-or-treating was my favor-
ite thing to do every year be-
cause it brought so many
people together and you
would always see children
using their manners to ask for
candy.
     For the past couple of
years I’ve just seen the neigh-
borhood decrease in trick-or-
treaters, and I have actually
seen more teens trick-or treat-
ing than little kids.
     “I’ve noticed that less and
less kids show up to my

house and we give out less
candy,” according to Arzate.
     People who have their
porch light on get ready for
a bunch of trick-or-treaters
to come every year, but over
the past couple of years
there are only a small group
of kids who go trick-or-treat-
ing.
     “My house is usually the
only one on the block that is
decorated for Halloween,”
according to Arzate.
     Could the series of events
such as trick or trunk festivi-
ties and community happen-
ings be causing the decline
in traditional trick or treat-
ers?
     “Instead of Halloween
being on just one night like
when I was a kid, it’s almost
a whole week filled with
different activities like trunk-
or-treat, they don’t have to
walk miles; they literally just
have to hold out their bags
and people drop candy in.
It’s stressful for parents be-
cause it has now become
more of a whole-week thing,
but it is a great time for the
kids and they get more use
out of the Halloween cos-
tume that costs a lot, so it’s
pretty much a win-win,”
according to a mother on
pontiacdailyleader.com, writ-
ten by Paul Westermeyer.

     Some parents find trunk-
or-treat with cars being
decorated and candy
passed out in a parking lot
or park easier and different
for the kids to experience,
but there are still some who
think it just isn’t the same
anymore.
     Do people notice the de-
crease of kids walking
around in their neighbor-
hood on Halloween or do
they even think about how
exciting it used to be with
seeing everyone going door
to door in a bunch of differ-
ent and amazing costumes?
     “As a kid almost every
house in the neighborhood
would give out candy, we
would have the biggest
bags we could find, walk
what seemed like a million
miles until we hit all the
houses and come home with
our bags overflowing with
candy. Now that I get to take
my own kids trick-or-treat-
ing, it seems like very few
houses actually give out
candy or have their porch
lights on, and children don’t
have to walk house to house
anymore. Most parents
drive their children from
house to house,” according
to another mother on
pontiacdailyleader.com.

COMMENTARY
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Broken mirrors, black cats: superstitions surface
By Izzy Pagan
Staff Writer

     Superstitions: What do you be-
lieve?
     The Halloween 2018 season has
approached so superstitions have
surfaced and while their origins
may be unknown as many come
from different cultures, supersti-
tions play a big part in Halloween.
     Julitza Velez, a nurse at Staywell
Health Center in Waterbury, is a
very superstitions person.
     “Growing up my mother influ-
enced me on superstitions. She has
a very superstitious persona,”

One volleyball player keeps superstition of putting her hair in braids

Special Edition Oct. 31
The Sports section will

return next month

Velez said.
     There are many popular super-
stitions as well as others that some
might not have heard of.
     “A black cat crossing the road
in front of you indicates someone
that is going to die. When a drag-
onfly flies around you, it’s a loved
one that passed away,” Velez said.
     Although there are supersti-
tions popular around Halloween
like broken mirrors bring bad luck,
some have other meanings. Senior
Marin Delaney explains how super-

stition affects her volleyball.
     “I have to have my hair in two
braids or I think we’re going to
lose,” Delaney said. “I swear I play
better.”
     Although superstitions are
popular, some people simply do not
believe in them, and Alison Butwill,
a senior at Southern Connecticut
State University, has a theory why.
     “I think some people don’t be-
lieve in superstitions because they
think nothing will happen. They
also might say there’s really no

‘logic’ or reasoning behind super-
stitions,” Butwill said.
     A recent study by Cosmopoli-
tan showed that superstitions be-
come more popular as Halloween
approaches.
     “I think it’s a part of the holi-
day,” Delaney said.
     Are superstitions facts or fake?
Why are they so popular today?
How does it all tie into Halloween?
     “Because everyone’s spooky
during the Halloween season,”
answered Butwill with a laugh.

Urban legends range from insects to local melon heads
By Joleen Once and Evi Duro
Staff Writers

     Halloween is a celebration observed
most places Oct. 31 but locally it is
also celebrated with kids dressing up
in funny, cool costumes going from
door to door and receiving candy, carv-
ing pumpkins, cutting and making
funny faces on them, baking pumpkin
pie or even watching the 31 days of
October television programs. So do
people still celebrate it as a holiday?
     “Me and my two daughters do cel-
ebrate Halloween. It’s a fun tradition,”
said math teacher Mrs. Szwaba.
     Halloween can be a tradition.
People go to stores and stock up on
candy to pass out to children who
come and knock on their door or put it
in a pumpkin basket and leave it on
the front porch. However, some fami-
lies don’t celebrate Halloween at all.
     “I don’t celebrate Halloween
because of religious beliefs,” said
sophomore Felix C.
     Trick or rreating used be a fun,
exciting little activity. Children  used
to be able to go with siblings, mom or
dad, anybody and trick or treat and
get candy from the neighbors or
churches without getting hurt but now
people worry about so much cruelty
in the world so fewer people go out.
     “Trick or treating was safe but now
it’s too dangerous !” said junior Elizbed

B.

Tradition or
too dangerous?
By Johnese Dozier
Correspondent

Halloween:

     Some people may know popular urban legends like of the doll Annabelle
and Area 51 but not many know of the Melon Heads of Connecticut or of the
spider myth.
     It’s no wonder people are scared of spiders after reading this urban myth.
     “Possibly one of the more ‘believed’ urban myths would be one (of) a
young person, often a traveler, who is bitten by a spider and or ant,” according
to Top Ten Urban Legends from the Guardian.
     This may not seem that frightening until you read the second part.
     “On returning home, the victim of the spider bites experiences a ‘hatching’
where parasitic spiders or ants burst from under their skin,” according to Top

Ten Urban Legends.
     Imagine getting a spider bite and believing it is nothing until you feel millions
of spiders bursting from underneath your skin and crawling all over you!
     Another story would be the Melon Heads of Connecticut. They are said to
be found in Monroe, Seymour, Weston, Oxford, Southbury, Trumbull, and in
Shelton, on roads throughout the towns. They have been described as having
disfigured faces and very large heads compared to their child sized bodies,
according to the ctpost and writer Ray Bendici.
     The Melon Heads are allegedly everything from a group of escaped mental
patients to a lost colony of inbred mountain folk dating back to Colonial times.
     Some people may go to Zion Hill Road in Milford looking for these creatures
but they stay hidden, feeding on small animals or occasionally curious teenagers,
or so the story goes...

By Alyssa Bisram and Elizabeth Albright
Staff Writers

     Children pick out their costumes
as parents buy bags of candy, but do
you know where these spooky
annual traditions come from?
      Halloween originated from the
ancient Celtic festival of Samhain,
where bonfires would be lit and cos-
tumes would be worn to ward off
ghosts as well as spirits. Nov. 1 was
declared All Saints Day in the eighth
century by Pope Gregory III, so the
day before came to be known as All

Which version of Halloween’s origins rings true?

Hallows Eve, and later Halloween.
      “The leading idea respecting Hal-
loween is that it is the time, of all oth-
ers, when supernatural influences pre-
vail,” according to The Book of Days,
edited by Robert Chambers.
      The last half of October is consid-
ered the ‘Dark Half,’ where spirits,
ghosts, and souls all come out. The
costumes once worn to fend off
spirits are now worn for fun as chil-
dren go house to house while trick-or-

treating, according to Chambers.
      “Halloween’s roots can be traced
back to Celtic culture in Ireland,” ac-
cording to www.holidayinsights.com.
      Halloween may have originated in

Ireland, but it has had many different
names in many different cultures
throughout the years. It has also been
celebrated in lots of different ways.
These traditions bridge the old and the
new as well as the dead and the living.
      “Often lost among the ghoulish
celebrations is the origin of the holi-
day,” according to www.bu.edu.

By Michael Albino
Staff Writer

One version notes Celtic roots

      Have you ever wondered where Halloween originated from and why ex-
actly it is called Halloween? Samhain was a Celtic holiday dedicated to the
changing of seasons from summer to winter.
     This celebration that most resembles Halloween known as Samhain occured
2,000 years ago in Ireland, Scotland and the French region of Brittany, which
celebrated the change of the seasons. However, a common perception arose
surrounding it being a day devoted to the dead and ghosts. It was a day where
the boundary between life and death became blurred, according to the History
Channel.
     However, some scholars disagree with this point including Nicholas Rogers,
a history professor at York University in Toronto and the author of Halloween:

From Pagan Ritual to Party Night.
     “There is no hard evidence that Samhain was specifically devoted to the
dead or to ancestor worship,” according to Rogers. Although Samhain was not
dedicated to the dead, there is a reason why the misconception did arrive.
     “Samhain was less about death or evil than about the changing of seasons
and preparing for the dormancy (and rebirth) of nature as summer turns to
winter,” according to Rogers.
     Winter was often a sign of death and cold, according to the Library of
Congress. It would make sense that many would confuse a holiday dedicated to
preparing for the death and coldness of winter and the end of summer with a
holiday solely dedicated to death. However, Halloween got its name and repu-
tation for death elsewhere.
     All Saints’ Day was proclaimed Nov. 1, a day after the Samhain holiday,
according to the History Channel. All Saints’ Day was also called All Hallows,
so it was fitting to name the day before it, All Hallows Eve.
     “Though a direct connection between Halloween and Samhain has never
been proven, many scholars believe that because All Saints’ Day (or All Hal-
lows' Mass, celebrated Nov 1.) and Samhain are so close together they influ-
enced each other and later combined into the celebration now called Hallow-
een,” according to Benjamin Radford, who published the article History of
Halloween Sept. 18, 2017 on livescience.com.
     Even though most people can’t say whether Samhain was dedicated to the
devotion of the dead or just the changing of seasons, it is known that Samhain
and the neighboring All Saints’Day were the reason for Halloween. They slowly
influenced each other and merged into what today is known as Halloween,
Oct. 31.

One version changes seasons
Scholars find misconception in purpose


